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with the Beast, for in doing so, he should not only betray his duty to his God, and violate the tics of man, but should sign his doom both in this world and the other.
Josephine, like Madame de Maintenon, had been too far from, and too near grandeur, not to be aware of what it is. She frequently said to Madame de la Roche-foucault, " It is a continual weight for rue to be Queen of France ; -and more particularly so, as I know beforehand what will be the denouement of the drama/'
One day, when it was proposed to undertake an affair of great importance, which the Emperor had suggested, Josephine requested to be allowed a delay of a day or two, as it happened to be a Friday, which she considered as an unlucky day, " It may be so for you, Madam/' he replied, "but to me it is the most fortunate day of my life : I never forget that it was the day of my marriage with you/'
I was well acquainted with a lady who was in the prison of the Concicrgerie for many mont IL- with Josephine, when she was under the sentence of the law dining the Reign of Terror, while Robespierre tyrannized over France. I have no doubt, from what I li.tvo been able to learn, that she greatly contributed to her comforts during that horrible imprisonment. She was led to the sea Hold, and the awful instrument nearly suspended over her head, when the joyful cry of " Vive la Rt.pitbliqiu' ! A has le Tyran ! " was heard. It was at this momentous crisis that she escaped a fate, which nothing that could have been foreseen but by the eye of Providence, n,.mld have prevented.
They who take delight in observing the relation between the physical and moral traits of the human218-32.ing sobriquets of "Our Lady of Thermidor," or " Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
